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voyages to Senegal and the West Indies of the Sieur de la Courbe which at 
once proved the reckless inveracity of Labat. This discovery seems t to 
fall within the acquaintance of Professor Minis, although he does speak v. the 
unreliability of Labat and spells the name wrong in the index. The themt of 
this work is of the utmost interest, yet the volume is far from interesting. 
This is wholly due to the lack of narrative skill on the part of the author, for 
writing is quite as much a trade as being a professor, and the unskilled hand 
fails to bring out the sweep of events in such a way as to present a striking 
picture. There is a statement in not more than two lines setting forth the fact 
that Morgan intervened in French affairs and died. Pirate, buccaneer, knight 
by the grace of the British crown, Sir Henry Morgan must be far more than 
two lines within any West Indian picture. William Churchill. 

Panama and the Canal. The story of its achievement, its problems and 
its prospects. By Willis J. Abbott, x and 468 pp. Ills., index. Dodd, 
Mead & Co., New York, 1914. $2. 8 x 5%. 
A breezy, reportorial story of the Panama Canal Zone tour, via Jamaica. 

It includes an account of the acquisition of the Canal Zone by the United 

States. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

The Upper Reaches of the Amazon. By Joseph P. Woodroffe. xvi 
and 304 pp. 111. Methuen & Co., Ltd., London, 1914. 

There are many books about the Amazon basin, and most of them have 
something about its upper reaches; but, as a rule, the authors have seen the 
country from the comfortable deck of a steamer or from an uncomfortab e seat 
in a canoe headed downstream for the nearest port at which a steamer can be 
taken. Mr. Woodroffe 's book is not of this kind; indeed it is unlike any other 
book that has thus far appeared on any part of South America. 

There is little or no geography in it in so far as geography is a matter of 
maps, of latitude and longitude, but the physical descriptions are good and 
clear wherever they are attempted. The valuable part of the book lies in his 
exposition, from an intimate personal acquaintance with them for eight years, 
of the social and moral condition of the people, and especially of the native 
races, and their exploitation by commercial companies and by individuals. 

The author went to Iquitos, Peru, in 1905 in the employ of a mercantile 
firm. Two months later he was sent up the Bio Javary in charge of a trading 
expedition, and made his first acquaintance with the life of the region. Five 
months after his arrival the firm failed, and the author, entirely without money 
or friends, was left to his own devices. As he could find nothing better to do, 
he went to work as a common laborer on a small river steamer running up the 
Ucayali. On his return to Iquitos he took charge of a squad of rubber cutte-s 
and was sent up the Bio Tamaya, where he had painful but enlightening experi- 
ences. Beturning to Iquitos he entered into partnership with a merchant and 
made Nauta his headquarters. In time he became an employer of labor and 
later, leaving his store in eharge of a manager, he took fifty-eight men and 
fourteen women and went up the Rio Tigre to cut rubber, traveling for six 
weeks to reach the forests. Here he remained for nine months, after which he 
returned to Nauta with his rubber. He found that his manager had run away 
and the market price of rubber was so low that he was unable to meet his liabili- 
ties. Going to Manaos he was employed to take charge of rubber forests near 
the Bio Javary, and, after remaining there for five months, he left on account of 
ill health. Engaging with an English firm, he was sent to Encanto on the 
Putumayo, where he lived for five months, and became familiar with the busi- 
ness of the region and with the condition of the Indians. Early in 1911 he 
was transferred to Chorrera, where he spent several months, leaving there in 
September of that year, and reaching Manaos in October, after being ship- 
wrecked and losing all his baggage. 

In the employ of the Madeira and Mamorg railway contractors he then went 
to the Madeira region and remained there until August, 1912. Shortly there- 
after he left the railway, engaged with a Bolivian trader and returned to the 
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rubber forests. He ascended the Beni to Biberalta in Bolivia, where he re- 
mained until June, 1913, when he returned to England. 

The book contains but one very general, small-scale map of the region, 
and in this respect is not what it should be. Several of the streams and many 
villages and settlements the author visited or mentions are not shown at all, 
nor are they to be found on other published maps. 

Though well written in the main, the book lacks critical editing: there are 
errors in the Portuguese words and many absences or shif tings of accents. A 
few statements regarding the vegetation ought not to be in a book otherwise so 
valuable. For example, palm trees are mentioned as ferns (pp. 288, 293). At 
p. 51 he calls Attalea speeiosa a tree fern; it is a well-known palm. At p. 115 
he says the Panama hats are made of "grass or palm shoots," whereas they 
are made from the leaves of a screw-pine or Pandanus. The Gitiranaboia, 
erroneously called by the author "jaquirana boa" (p. 247), supposed to be 
deadly, is the lantern fly, a hemipter and perfectly harmless in spite of its 
looks. Its nature is pointed out in the American Naturalist, Vol. XIX, pp. 
835-838, Sept., 1885. These are small matters, however, in comparison with 
the public service the author has done in setting forth his own observations 
and experiences in connection with the scandals that have lately been aired in 
England in regard to the treatment of the native races employed in gathering 
rubber in Peru, Ecuador, and Bolivia. Probably no English-speaking person 
has ever had such personal experience or obtained such an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the rubber forests of the Amazon and with the social and commercial 
system under which the industry has hitherto been carried on. Until lately 
those dark forests have kept their own secrets; no such living document has 
ever come out of them before. John Casper Branner. 

AFRICA 

Essai sur l'am£lioration du regime du fieuve Congo par la 
regularisation du d£bit des lacs et anciens lacs congolais. 

By Robert Thys. 54 pp. Maps, ills. Compagnie du Congo pour le Com- 
merce et 1 'Industrie. [Brussels], 1913 (?) 12% x 10. 

With the colonization of the Congo Basin, it becomes necessary to inaugu- 
rate plans for the regulation of the great river. This essay tries to show how, 
within a few years and for a few million francs, it will be possible to retain 
by dams at the lakes and ancient basins some 67 thousand-millions cubic meters 
of water during the rainy season to be released during the dry. With one or 
two minor changes the author proposes thereby to create a constantly navigable 
channel between Kiambi and Ankoro, to render usable eventually the stretch 
of rapids between Kasongo and Kindu, to give a depth sufficient for passage to 
the reach between Kindu and Ponthierville and to obtain a foot or two addi- 
tional depth over the shoals at Fetish Roek. In addition this will reduce 
notably the extent of the inundated territory during the rainy season, yielding 
thereby millions of hectares to the domain of the colony, and at the same time 
contributing to the healthfulness of the country. Like many waterway advo- 
cates, he counts all this as gain in power and figures out 4,700,000 horse power 
for the mining regions of Katanga and Urua. 

The entire essay is very carefully compiled and is illustrated with maps 
and photographs. In this it is exceptional. After a brief explanation of .the 
different points where effective work could be done and of the determining 
causes, as rain and run-off, a yearly programme covering a period of six years 
is offered. The paper gives as concise and clear a picture of the Congo water- 
ways as can be found and the reviewer highly recommends it. 

Robert M. Brown. 

Tripolis. Von E. Banse. 158 pp. Map, ills. A. Duncker, Weimar, 1912. 
Mk. 3. 9x6. 

The author has acquired no little experience of the Asiatic and African 
shores of the Mediterranean and the results appear in this sketchy work upon 
Tripoli. He now shows himself more familiar with the habit of life and man- 



